


 

 

 

 

 

August 1, 2020 

 

 

Dear Brother Rice Community, 

I continue to be grateful for your patience, your partnership, and your prayers at this time of great 

undertaking.  In collaboration with the Archdiocese of Detroit, Marian High School, and St. Regis Catholic 

School, we have developed the Warrior Wellness Safe Learning Promise as we transition back to in-person 

learning and instruction this new school year.  We make this promise to all that work and learn, in the 

spirit of Edmund, each day in our building.  I remain proud of the resiliency shown by our students and 

the professional commitment by our teachers.  Brother Rice is equipped and committed to distance 

learning should a need arise in the future, and our entire school team remains innovative and responsive 

to the COVID--19 moment. 

During the summer months, our school leadership team strategized different scenarios for the opening 

of school in August, each aligned with guidelines for a safe work and learning environment as safety is 

our top priority.  We are blessed to have a trusted partnership and valued resource in the Archdiocese of 

Detroit Department of Catholic Schools Office.  Principal Okuniewski served on the Archdiocesan 

“Academic Excellence Committee” with a focus on distance learning and technology.  I served on the 

“Safe School Opening Task Force”, as we constructed a plan, aligned with the MI Safe Schools Roadmap, 

to allow for a safe reopening of Catholic schools in the Archdiocese.   

In the pages that follow, we outline the protocols for Catholic Schools in Phase 4 of the MI Safe Start Plan 

— which requires the most stringent safety protocols for Personal Protective Equipment, Hygiene, Social 

Distancing, Health Screening, Responding to Positive Tests, Student Activities, Cleaning, Transportation, 

and Mental Health.  Phases 5 and 6 have mild and minimum requirements respectively.  In Phases 1, 2, or 

3 all schools in Michigan would be closed, and Brother Rice would transition to distance learning.  

Additionally, we have included Frequently Asked Questions in order to outline the specific ways that 

Brother Rice will implement protocols and carry out the Warrior Wellness Safe Learning Promise. 

My outlook for the 2020-21 school year continues to be one of optimism and I am excited to begin.  With 

the cooperation of our families and the skillful execution of our school team, we will fulfill our learning 

promise and carry out the mission of Brother Rice.  I look forward to seeing you in the coming weeks.  

Please know that I will be smiling under my protective mask. 

LJIOH, Forever! 

  

Tom, Reidy President 



WARRIOR WELLNESS
Safe Learning Guide

Safe Learning Guide
Protocols for Opening of School and In-person Learning

KEY POINTS

What types of health monitoring and screening protocols 
will be implemented at Brother Rice?

Parents are responsible for ensuring a student’s temperature is taken each morning before departing 

for school. If the temperature is over 100.3, the student may not come to school or be on campus.  Any 

student who has shown COVID-19 symptoms will not be allowed to return to school unless they have 

tested negative for the virus and have a doctor’s note.

All teachers and staff will have their temperature taken prior to coming to work and complete a self-

monitoring form.  They will not be allowed to be on campus if they have symptoms or have been 

exposed to COVID-19. 

Visitors will only be allowed in school under extenuating circumstances.  Any visitor entering the building 

will have their temperature taken and be required to complete a self-monitoring form.  They will not be 

allowed to enter if they have symptoms or have been exposed to COVID-19.

Any student exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms during the school day will be quarantined in the school 

clinic where he will wait to be picked up. The clinic is located at the northeast corner of the campus 

(behind the gym) and will be supervised by a medical professional.  Students who are ill must be 

immediately picked up directly from the clinic in order to limit further exposure.  Signage will designate 

the door for pickup of ill students.

Symptomatic students and staff will be kept home until they have tested negative for COVID-19 and 

have provided a doctor’s note or have been released from isolation according to CDC guidelines.
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What happens if a student, teacher or staff 
tests positive for COVID-19?

We know, unfortunately, there will be students, teachers, and staff who will test positive for COVID-19.  

When this happens, Brother Rice will contact the local public health department and follow their directives.

All of our families will be notified of the presence of any laboratory positive or clinically diagnosed case 

of COVID-19 on campus at Brother Rice to encourage our extended community for closer observation 

for any symptoms at home.  Individual or family names who have tested positive will not be released due 

to privacy and respect for all. 

Teachers will provide work and assistance for students at home in quarantine so that they can continue 

with their schoolwork.* 

 

What type of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
will be used at Brother Rice?

ALL students and staff will wear facial coverings during school per the requirements 
of the state of Michigan.** 

Facial coverings must be worn upon entry into the building.

Approved facial coverings at Brother Rice are a traditional face mask (not gaiter or kerchief) that loops 

around the ears or is tied behind the head.  

Facial coverings may not have inappropriate words or images on them.  A solid color is preferred.

The bus driver, staff, and all students, will wear facial coverings while on the bus.  This includes bus rides 

to and from school, athletics, activities, and field trips.

Plexi-glass like barriers have been installed in the Main Office, on teachers desks, in offices, on dining 

tables, and in other areas around campus.

* Current F-1 students who cannot/do not want to return from abroad due to COVID may be accommodated through online courses in order 

to maintain their F-1 status.  Students will work with Brother Rice for appropriate courses.

**EXCEPT (1) DURING MEALS AND (2) UNLESS FACE COVERINGS CANNOT BE MEDICALLY TOLERATED AS DOCUMENTED THROUGH 

WRITTEN AND SIGNED VERIFICATION BY A PHYSICIAN.  Students, who cannot medically tolerate a face covering, must purchase a face 

shield from the Dean’s office to be worn as an alternative.
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What is the plan for Morning Arrival and Afternoon 
Dismissal?

The Edmund Rice Foyer Entrance facing Lahser Road will open at 7:00am on school days.  The Student 

Entrance and D-Wing Entrance will open at 7:35am.

Students who arrive before 7:35am must report directly to the ARC.  The ARC will close at 7:35am at 

which time students must report to 1st period and may not loiter in the hallways. 

After 7:35am, ALL students must report directly to 1st period.  

Dining services will not be available before or after school as the cafeteria will only be open during lunch 

hours.

Dismissal (2:46pm) will be staggered with 11th and 12th grades dismissed first and 9th and 10th grades 

to follow.  

How will Brother Rice High School be kept clean 
and disinfected?

The school will have adequate supplies to support healthy hygiene behaviors — including soap and hand 

sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol for safe use by staff and students. 

Frequently touched surfaces, including light switches, doors, benches, and bathrooms will undergo 

cleaning at least every four hours with an EPA-approved disinfectant.

The ARC, cafeteria, and common areas will undergo cleaning after each class /lunch period, with an EPA 

approved disinfectant. 

Student desks will be wiped down with an EPA-approved disinfectant after each class period.

Each classroom will be supplied with hand sanitizer, disposable gloves, EPA-approved cleaning solution, 

tissues, and paper towels.
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To mitigate the spread, how will Brother Rice adopt social 
distancing protocols?

Traditionally sized classrooms have been limited to 22 students or less.  Classes with more than 22 students 

will be held in larger rooms in order to maximize social distancing.

Plexi-glass barriers will be added to cafeteria tables to separate students.

Markings will be placed on the floors to indicate where students should stand in line.

Gym class will be held outside whenever possible.

Hallways will be marked for one-way travel to help mitigate hallway congestion.

Some students will eat in the gym to limit numbers during lunchtime. 

Drinking fountains and vending machines will not be accessible.
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PHASE 4
If a school is located in a Phase 4 MERC District, as described in the MI Safe Start Plan, the following will 

be adhered to:

  PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

 All staff will wear facial coverings when in classrooms, except (1) during meals and (2) 

unless face coverings cannot be medically tolerated as documented through written and 

signed verification by a physician.

 All passengers and drivers will wear facial coverings when on a school bus, except (1) when 

eating and (2) unless face coverings cannot be medically tolerated as documented through written and signed 

verification by a physician, with parental consent.

 All staff and all students in grades pre-kindergarten and up will wear facial coverings when in indoor hallways 

and common areas, except (1) during meals and (2) unless face coverings cannot be medically tolerated as 

documented through written and signed verification by a physician, with parental consent for students.

 Facial coverings are not required in preschool classrooms by children ages 3 and 4.

 All students in grades kindergarten through 5 will not be required to wear facial coverings in their classrooms, 

unless (1) students do not remain with their cohort class throughout the school day and (2) come into close 

contact with students in another class.

 All staff and students in grades 6-12 will wear facial coverings, except (1) during meals and (2) unless face 

coverings cannot be medically tolerated as documented through written and signed verification by a physician, 

with parental consent.

 AOD schools will not conduct indoor assemblies that bring together students from more than one classroom.

 »  School Masses may be allowed provided that all AOD Mass guidelines are followed.

 Facial coverings may be homemade or disposable level one/basic-grade surgical masks.

  HYGIENE

 Provide adequate supplies to support healthy hygiene behaviors (including soap, hand 

sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol for safe use by staff and students, paper towels, tis-

sues, and signs reinforcing proper handwashing techniques).

Brother Rice, Marian High School, and St. Regis Catholic School have adopted the following 
shared-campus Pre-K thru Grade 12 set of protocols for opening of school in accordance with the 
Archdiocese of Detroit Phase 4 COVID-19 Preparedness Plan for AOD Schools. 
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 Teach and reinforce handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds and/or the safe use of hand 

sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.

 Educate staff and students on how to cough and sneeze into their elbows, or to cover with a tissue. Used 

tissues should be thrown in the trash and hands washed immediately using proper hand hygiene techniques.

 Systematically and frequently check and refill soap and hand sanitizers.

 Daily, provide opportunities for handwashing with soap and water by students and teachers.

 Limit sharing of personal items and supplies such as writing utensils.

  SPACING, MOVEMENT AND ACCESS

 Space students as far apart as feasible in classrooms, whether desks or tables are utilized.

 Post signage to indicate proper social distancing.

 Place markers at six-foot intervals where line formation is anticipated.

 Provide social distancing markers in waiting and reception areas.

 Post signs on the doors of restrooms to indicate proper social distancing and hand hygiene techniques.

 Restrict entrance to the school to students and staff only, with the following allowances: Family members or 

other non-staff adults are not allowed in the school building except under extenuating circumstances deter-

mined by school officials. All non-staff adults entering the building must be screened for symptoms using a 

monitoring form, wear a facial covering, and wash/sanitize hands prior to entering. Strict records, including date 

and time, should be kept of all non-staff adults entering and exiting the building.

  SCREENING STUDENTS AND STAFF

 Cooperate with the local public health department regarding implementing protocols 

for screening students and staff.

 Identify and designate a quarantine area and a staff person to care for students and staff 

who develop signs or symptoms of COVID-19 at school.

 Students and staff who become ill with signs or symptoms of COVID-19 will be placed in an identified quar-

antine area with a facial covering in place, if able, until they can be picked up. Identified person caring for these 

children/staff will wear a facial covering.

 Symptomatic students and staff sent home from school will stay home until they have tested negative or have 

completely recovered according to CDC guidelines.

 Staff will conduct daily self-examinations, including a temperature check, prior to coming to work. If they ex-

hibit any new or unusual symptoms as reported on the COVID-19 school monitoring form, they will stay home. 

Staff member will contact the school administrator.
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  TESTING PROTOCOLS FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF AND 
  RESPONDING TO POSITIVE CASES

 Cooperate with the local public health department regarding implementing protocols 

for screening students and staff.

 Symptomatic students and staff will be kept home until they have tested negative for COVID-19 

or have been released from isolation according to CDC guidelines.

 Families will be notified of the presence of any laboratory positive or clinically diagnosed cases of COVID-19 

in the classroom and/or school to encourage closer observation for any symptoms at home.

  RESPONDING TO POSITIVE TESTS AMONG STAFF AND STUDENTS

 Cooperate with the local public health department if a confirmed case of COVID-19 is 

identified, and in particular, collect the contact information for any close contacts of the 

affected individual from two days before he or she showed symptoms to the time when 

he or she was last present at the school. The Local Health Department will initiate contact 

tracing, following regular public health practice.

 Notify local health officials, staff, and students immediately of any possible case of COVID-19 while maintaining 

confidentiality consistent with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and other applicable federal and state 

privacy laws.

  FOOD SERVICE, GATHERING, AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

 Prohibit indoor assemblies that bring together students from more than one classroom.

 » School Masses may be allowed provided that all AOD Mass guidelines are followed.

 If cafeterias are used and six feet of distance between students is not possible, meal times 

should be staggered or physical barriers should be used.  Serving and cafeteria staff will use bar-

rier protection including gloves, face shields, and surgical masks.

 Classrooms or outdoor areas can be used for students to eat meals at school.

   

  ATHLETICS

 Schools will comply with all guidance published by Michigan High School Athletic Asso-

ciation (MHSAA) and the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS).
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 Students, teachers, and staff must use proper hand hygiene techniques before and after every practice, event, 

or other gathering.

 Every participant should confirm that they are healthy and without any symptoms prior to any event.   On 

non-school days Monitoring Form needs to be completed by all participants (this includes all adult volunteers, 

coaches and administrators)

 All equipment must be disinfected before and after use.

 Each participant must use a clearly marked water bottle for individual use. There should be no sharing of this 

equipment.

 Handshakes, fist bumps, and other unnecessary contact must not occur.

 Indoor weight rooms and physical conditioning activities that require shared equipment are suspended. Out-

door physical conditioning activities are allowed while maintaining social distancing.

 Large scale indoor spectator events are suspended. Large scale outdoor spectator or stadium events are 

limited to 100 people, and people not part of the same household must maintain six feet of distance from one 

another.

 Spectators are allowed provided that facial coverings are used by observers and six feet of social distancing 

can be maintained at all times. Attention must be given to entry and exit points to prevent crowding.

  CLEANING

 Frequently touched surfaces including light switches, doors, benches, bathrooms, will 

undergo cleaning at least every four hours with either an EPA-approved disinfectant or 

diluted bleach solution.

 Libraries, computer labs, arts, and other hands-on classrooms will undergo cleaning after 

every class period or when cohorts change classrooms, with either an EPA-approved disinfectant or diluted 

bleach solution.

 Student desks will be wiped down with either an EPA-approved disinfectant or diluted bleach solution after 

every class period, or when cohorts change classrooms.

 Playground structures will continue to undergo normal routine cleaning, but using an EPA-approved disinfec-

tant is unnecessary.

 Ensure safe and correct use and storage of cleaning and disinfection products, including storing products 

securely away from children, and with adequate ventilation when staff use products.

 Staff must wear gloves, surgical masks, and face shields when performing all cleaning activities.
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