
 

 
 

 
 

Guardians of the Mission 
Wednesday, September 12th at 6:00 pm 

 

 
Welcome – Brian Dilworth, Chief Advancement Officer 
 
Good evening, my name is Brian Dilworth – I am an alumnus from the Class of ’83 who has the honor of working 
at my alma mater.   It is a great personal joy.   I serve as a member of the school’s leadership team as Chief 
Advancement Officer overseeing a dedicated team committed to advancing the mission of Brother Rice High 
School.   On behalf of President Reidy, it is my pleasure to welcome you to our “Guardians of the Mission” 
reception.  Tonight, we offer our genuine gratitude to each of you as among the most generous benefactors in the 
history of Brother Rice High School.   Your presence affirms the impact this special school has had in your lives.  
On behalf of the young men we serve each day, please accept our gratitude for the philanthropy you have given 
in stewarding the mission of this exceptional school.   
 
Reflections – “A Mission Moment” - Tom Reidy, President 

 
It is my pleasure to welcome each of you on the occasion of our “Evening of Gratitude” to this special reception 
as “Guardians of the Mission.”  In the spirit of “gratitude” we gather together to honor your commitment to the 
mission of Brother Rice High School and the transformative impact your kindness and generosity have had in the 
life of our school.   Whether in years or decades past, or in recent weeks and months, your lifetime of philanthropy 
to the school places you among our most generous benefactors in the history of Brother Rice.  It is not the 
magnitude of your giving, it is the substance behind your support that matters most.   Each of you, either on one 
occasion or many times since, have personally made a conscious decision to affirm the good works of Brother 
Rice High School and the mission we espouse.   It is the substance of that commitment we cherish most.  It is 
because of your belief in our students, we say thank you.  It is because of your appreciation of our teachers, we 
appreciate you.  It is because of your belief in the good works and faithful ministry of the Christian Brothers, we 
place our faith in you.   You have influenced the mission-centered history of Brother Rice High School in 
countless ways – in programs and facilities, in affordability and opportunity, in learning and achievement, in who 
we are and who we serve.   Indeed, we see you as the “Guardians of the Mission” of Brother Rice High School 
because you have made possible not only an inspired mission, but also an aspirational vision that would not have 
been possible otherwise.  You have stewarded our work in quiet, yet profound ways.  The years have become 
decades, and the decades have become more than a half-century of forming young men in the Catholic faith to 
become loving husbands, dedicated fathers, and highly accomplished professionals blazing trails each day as 
global citizens - forming together a lifetime Band of Brothers central to the Brother Rice Experience. 



 

 
 

 
Such is the inspired two-hundred-year legacy of Edmund Rice, founder of the Congregation of the 

Christian Brothers, inspiration of Brother Rice High School, and the patron of a world-wide network of more than 
200 schools spanning six continents.   

 
As a young man, little could Edmund have imagined how the trail he would blaze would lead to 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.  His life is a testament to the transformative power of a singular choice. The choice 
to believe in and give oneself to a purpose beyond oneself.  That is the gift of Edmund Rice alive in the hearts 
and minds of the young men entrusted to our care.  And that is the gift we honor this evening entrusted to each of 
you as “Guardians of the Mission.”  Thank you for partnering with us, investing in us, and stewarding the mission 
of this special school.  What once was made possible by a band of religious brothers, is now sustained by a 
community of givers who recognize not only the gift they have been given, but the responsibility it bears.  Thank 
you for the sacred commitment you “have shown” and “continue to show” Brother Rice High School these many 
years.  We are indebted to your goodness!  

 
It is in the Spirit of Edmund Rice, and in gratitude for the legacy of the Christian Brothers at Brother Rice High 
School, with special appreciation this year for his sixty years of consecrated life as a Christian Brother, I invite 
Brother David MacIntyre to offer a “Blessing of Gratitude” upon each of you.    
 
Blessing of Gratitude – Brother David MacIntyre CFC 

 
Inspired by the teachings of Blessed Edmund Rice, 

Evidenced by our shared and sacred commitment to the mission of this school, 
Inspired by the promise of possibility rooted in the gift of opportunity, 

We give thanks to you, O’Lord, for the blessings you have bestowed upon each of us; 
 

We honor your call of service, O’Lord, by giving witness in our own lives  
to your mission here on earth; 

 
On behalf of my fellow Edmund Rice Christian Brothers  

who have ministered in your name, O’Lord, 
We ask for your divine blessings upon those gathered this evening, 

in whose good name and good deeds your mission is entrusted; 
 

May our deepest gratitude be a source of their strength, 
May their good deeds be a source of great joy,  

for they carry forth a sacred calling as 
 Guardians of the Mission 

first enlightened in your son Edmund,  
then entrusted to the good works of his Brothers, 
now alive each day at Brother Rice High School. 

 
In this moment and in gratitude for this sacred calling, we say “Amen.” 

Live, Jesus, in our hearts. Forever! 
 



 

 
 

Champagne Toast – Tom Reidy, President 

 

Now I invite you to raise a glass and join me in a toast – 

 

To each of you – who love Brother Rice, 

To each of you - who know our mission,  

To each of you – who share our calling, 

To each of you – of whom we owe so much, 

To each of you - we are inspired, 

To each of you – we are indebted,  

On behalf of the Edmund Rice Christian Brothers, 

On behalf of the young men entrusted to our care,  

We raise our glass in Gratitude  

   ~ To each of you!   ~ To each of you! 

 


